RESEARCH PROGRAMMES

Current research projects include:

(») ARGOS: The Agricultural Research Group on Sustainability ia
a collaborative research programme studying sustainable
agriculture.The goal of ARGOS research is to facilitate innovation
and improved performance in primary production systems
through a better understanding of the environmental effects,
and the social and economic consequences of different farming
practices in New Zealand. CSAFE is a major partner in this
multi-institution group, along with Lincoln University and the
Agribusiness Group.This research programme has secured
FRST funding for six years as the first step in a 20 to 30 year
project, and is also supported by industry co-funding.

(© Modelling social-ecological resilience theory and sustainability
paradigms for agriculture, customary use and the national
preservation estate

(© Distinctive approaches to environmental management arising
from métauranga Mdori (Médori knowledge) and kaitiaki
approaches for mataitai and taidpure reserves along New
Zealand's coastline, rivers and lakes

(© Effective tools for adaptive co-management of the Titi Island
nature reserves

(© The causes and consequences of agri-food system change
(© Changing dynamics of agricultural households and enterprises

(O Changing patterns of rural, environmental and agricultural
governance

(© Soil health monitoring by Méori farmers

(© Broader changes in the social and economic patterns of
agricultural land use

(© Social and economic risks and benefits arising from new agri-
food technologies

(© Environmental history of the Mataura catchment and impacts
of agricultural intensification and neo-liberal deregulation on
river health and fishing

(© Environmentality: motivating individual farmers and resource
users through shared management of the environment

(© Socio-environmental opportunities and impacts of salmon
farming.
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MAJOR FUNDERS
Foundation for Research, Science and Technology
Sustainable Farming Fund
University of Otago internal research funds
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Centre for the Study of Agriculture, Food and Environment

VISION AND MISSION

The Centre for the Study of Agriculture, Food and
Environment (CSAFE) is a multidisciplinary research centre
at the University of Otago.

CSAFE’s vision is for improved and more sustainable economic,
environmental and social wellbeing in New Zealand.

CSAFE’s mission is to discover and promote effective, practical
pathways to sustainable land use, food and fibre production,
and wild food harvesting. This will be achieved through
innovative bicultural and trans-disciplinary research of social-
ecological systems, and by training students, our future
researchers, environmental managers and policy makers to

the highest international standards.

ACHIEVING OURVISION

CSAFF’s research identifies practical pathways to enhancing
social, environmental and economic wellbeing through
discovery of sustainable food production and harvesting
strategies, and efficient environmental management. This will
be achieved by:

© A trans-disciplinary approach: several disciplines working
together to solve complex socio-ecological problems

© A focus on feedback between people, land and markets

(© Discovering knowledge and tools to empower farming
families and wild food gatherers to act in an sustainable
way

(© Research of effective governance initiatives that capture
the potential of all stakeholders to make food and fibre
production and wild food gathering sustainable.

CSAFE RESEARCH RELATIONSHIPS

CSAFE is a multidisciplinary Research Centre established
across the Humanities and Science Divisions. Research
contributions currently come from a number of departments
and divisions within the University, including Anthropology,
Geography, History, Marine Sciences, Mathematics, Te Tumu
— School of Méori, Pacific and Indigenous Studies, Surveying
and Zoology.

CSAFE also works with many researchers and groups outside
the University of Otago, including the Agribusiness and
Economics Research Unit at Lincoln University, The
Agribusiness Group, Te Rlinanga o Ngéi Tahu, Hort Research,
Crop and Food Research and Landcare Research.

CSAFE was established in 2000 and has grown from an initial
staff of three to 16 researchers and administrators, plus
students. This growth confirms the success of CSAFE in
securing funding from external organisations to pursue its
vision and the value of the research undertaken

OUR FUTURE

CSAFE is working towards enhancing relationships with other
researchers within the University of Otago, and with researchers
nationally and internationally in the areas of:

© Sustainable land use (production landscapes)

© Ecological resilience indicators in production landscapes

© Governance issues surrounding land use

© Adaptive co-management and ecosystem management

© Bicultural partnership models for science and management

(© Energy use on productive land

(© CSAFE is seeking to strengthen and formalise working
relationships with end users of its research e.g. industry,
community groups, local government bodies and national
policy makers.

(© Organisations interested in the working with CSAFE are
welcome to contact the Centre.

CSAFE DIRECTORS
Associate Professor Hugh Campbell

Associate Professor Campbell (Anthropology) has a PhD in
Agricultural Sociology and has a record of academic and research
achievement in the field of agricultural sustainability:
o Programme leader of the PGS&T funded project: Greening Food:
Social and Industry Dynamics (1995-2003)
0 Chief subcontractor on the PGS&T project Social Implications of
New Biotechnologies (200 1-2006)
(© Establishment of CSAFE in 2000
o Establishment and Academic Programme Leader of ARGOS (a

longitudinal study of farms and orchards converting into sustainable
systems) in 2002.

Associate Professor Henrik Moller
Associate Professor Henrik Moller (Zoology) has a PhD from
Aberdeen as a respected environmental researcher supporting

effective pest control, conservation and sustainable harvesting.
His achievements include:

(© Academic leader of Kia Mau Te Titi Mo Ake Ténu Atu research project
(Keep the Titi Forever) involving co-management of Titi harvests in
partnership with Rakiura M&ori (1994 — present)

(O Environmental objective leader of the ARGOS programme

(©) Over 25 years of population ecology and wildlife management research
for improved efficiency and effectiveness of conservation, pest control
and harvest

(© A leading practitioner and advocate of bicultural approaches to
environmental research and management

(© Participation in numerous international collaborations and review
panels, and frequent participant in policy debate and public fora on
issues of environmental management in New Zealand

0 Invited to be Review Editor for the Australasian section of the United
Nation'’s Intergovernmental panel on climate change.

PAST RESEARCH PROJECTS
These include:

(© Greening foods: social scientific analysis of commercial organic
agriculture (FRST)

(© Public perceptions of biotechnology (FRST)
(© Farmers and wetlands (Fish and Game NZ)
(© History of sustainable agriculture in NZ (FRST)

(© Evaluation of novel Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs)
in NZ (FRST)



